
 
2019 Choices for Required Summer Reading - Grade 6 

 

Titles with an asterisk* next to them can be found on the Plymouth Public Schools’ Overdrive site for 
eBooks (http://tinyurl.com/y9eqp8qj) or on the SORA App.  
 

Author Title Summary 

Adventure/Fantasy  

Black, Holly 

Doll Bones

 

Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long enjoyed acting out imaginary 

adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll made from the ashes of 

a dead girl. 

Calonita, Jen 

Misfits: Royal 

Academy Rebels* 

 

Why is Olivina, the fairy godmother and headmistress not disciplining the villains? She is obsessed with them! 

Devin and the other misfits from Enchantasia’s Royal Academy investigate why. 

Cooper, Susan 

Ghost Hawk

 

At the end of a winter-long journey into manhood, Little Hawk returns to find his village decimated by a white man's 

plague. Soon, despite a fresh start, Little Hawk dies violently. His spirit remains trapped as he sees how his world 

changes. 

Colfer, Chris 

Land of Stories: 

Worlds Collide 

 

 

 

The human and fairy worlds collide in this conclusion to The Land of Stories series. How will the twins keep their                     

loved ones safe now that one of them has gone missing? 

 

Gaiman, Neil 

The Graveyard 

Book 

 

The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard as a child of eighteen months and 

raised lovingly and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community of ghosts and otherworldly creatures. 

Gale, Eric 

Kahn 

The Wizard’s Dog 

 

Nosewise is rescued by the wizard Merlin from a life on the streets with other dogs.  He loves his new life as a pet, 

working hard to please his owner by learning magic and tricks.  Readers who love dogs will be sure to enjoy this 

humorous book or adventure, magic, and a talking dog. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/y9eqp8qj


 

 

Gidwitz, Adam 

A Tale Dark and 

Grimm

 

 

Follow Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into eight more tales, encountering wicked 

creatures, kindly strangers, and other helpful folk. 

Hiaasen, Carl 

Squirm 

 

A wickedly funny tale about snakes, grizzly bears, and a missing dad! This summer, Billy Dickens will fly across 

the country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, and then try to save his own father. 

Larson, Hope 

Compass South 

(Four Points)

 

12-year-old twins Alex and Cleo Dodge find adventure—and trouble—as they search for their father and, at times, 

each other. The siblings join the Black Hook Gang, but Alex is soon arrested for stealing. The twins leave town, 

yet there's still more excitement to come. Has the key to finding a lost pirate treasure been in their possession all 

along?  

Riordan, Rick 

The Lost Hero

 

Jason, Piper, and Leo, three students from a school for "bad kids," find themselves at Camp Half-Blood. Here they 

learn that they are demigods, and they begin a quest to free Hera, who has been imprisoned by Mother Earth 

herself. 

Schmidt, Gary 

What Came from 

the Stars*

 

In a desperate attempt for survival, a peaceful civilization on a faraway planet besieged by a dark lord sends its 

most precious gift across the cosmos into the lunchbox of Tommy Pepper, sixth grader, of Plymouth, 

Massachusetts. 

Shurtliff, Liesl 

Rump: True Story 

of Rumpelstiltskin

 

In a kingdom where names are your destiny, Rump is in the enviable position of not knowing his full name. Since 

his mom is dead, he lives with his grandmother and they're barely scraping by—until he realizes he can turn straw 

into gold. But, as with all magic, there's a price to pay.  

Spratt, R.A. 

The Accidental 

Blast-Off 

 

Derrick, Samantha, and Michael find themselves along with their beloved nanny, Nanny Piggins at NASA’s space 

shuttle.  What happens when Nanny Piggins accidentally sets them into orbit? 



 

 

Historical Fiction 

Holm, Jennifer 

Full of Beans

 

Grown-ups lie. That’s one truth Beans knows for sure. Not that Beans really minds; it’s 1934, the middle of 

the Great Depression. With no jobs on the island, and no money anywhere, who can really blame the 

grown-ups for telling a few tales? Besides, Beans isn’t anyone’s fool. In fact, he has plans. Big plans. And the 

consequences might surprise even Beans himself. 

Landis, Matthew 

The Not So Boring 

Letters of Private 

Nobody 

 

  

Seventh grader Oliver, self-proclaimed Civil War expert, is paired with don’t-care Ella to research a nobody 

soldier for a Civil War project. At first disappointed, Oliver soon warms to Ella and recruits his buddy Kevin as 

their writing consultant. Together they discover a mystery that just might lead to greater things. 

 

Avi 

The Unexpected Life 

of Oliver Cromwell 

Pitts 

 

Oliver is left on his own after a terrible storm hits his English community in 1724.  High adventure and near 

disasters meet Olive as he tries to make his way to London to find his sister, Charity.  Once in London and 

reunited with Charity, life does not calm down.  Avi leaves readers hanging - will they survive?  Readers must 

read book two to find out! 

Wolk, Lauren 

Beyond the Bright 

Sea 

 

An unusual story, set on a Massachusetts island in the 1920’s, Crow was rescued and raised by Osh, an 

introverted painter.  Events lead Crow to become curious about her history and begin a dangerous and 

mysterious journey.  Students will find this book to be very engaging and will be unable to put it down. 

Humor 

Healey, 

Christopher 

The Hero's Guide to 

Saving Your 

Kingdom

 

Rejected by their princesses and cast out of their castles, the princes from all those famous fairy tales 

stumble upon an evil plot that could endanger each of their kingdoms. Now it’s up to them to take on trolls, 

bandits, dragons, witches, and other assorted terrors, and become the heroes no one ever thought they could 

be. 

Korman, Gordon 

The Unteachables 

 

The Unteachables are a class or misfits who have been moved to Room 117.  These kids never thought they 

would find a teacher with a worse attitude than theirs.  Meet Mr. Kermit, who is one year away from 

retirement.  Will the unteachable drive Mr. Kermit to retirement, or will he find some redemption?  



 

Rodkey, Geoff 

The Tapper Twins 

Go To War 

 

 

 

Twelve-year-old fraternal twins Claudia and Reese couldn't be more different...except in their determination to 

come out on top in a vicious prank war! But when the competition escalates into an all-out battle that's fought 

from the cafeteria of their New York City private school all the way to the fictional universe of an online video 

game, the twins have to decide if their efforts to destroy each other are worth the price. 

 

Mystery 

Balliett, Blue 

The Danger Box

 

In small-town Michigan, twelve-year-old Zoomy and his new friend Lorrol investigate the journal found inside a 

mysterious box. They find family secrets and a more valuable treasure, while a dangerous stranger watches 

and waits. 

Feldman, Jody 

The Gollywhopper 

Games

 

Twelve-year-old Gil Goodson competes against thousands of other children at extraordinary puzzles, stunts, 

and more in hopes of a fresh start for his family, which has been ostracized since his father was falsely 

accused of embezzling money from Golly Toy and Game Company. 

Chari, Sheela 

Finding Mighty 

 

Sixth grader Myla enjoys her life but often feels overlooked by others or trapped in her own fears. She 

purchases her own necklace at a flea market to boost her self-confidence.  As it turns out, her neighbor Peter, 

has one just like it, and there’s a strange connection between the two necklaces.  Peter’s deceased father left 

behind notes in a black book that just might help the two solve this mystery. 

Gibbs, Stuart 

Spy School 

 

Ben Ripley abandons the life of a regular middle school student to attend the CIA’s top-secret Espionage 

Academy which everyone thinks is a super elite science academy.  What secrets lurk behind the walls of this 

secret academy? 

 

Grisham, John 

Theodore Boone, 

Kid Lawyer

 

Thirteen-year-old Theodore Boone, who knows every judge, police officer, and court clerk in the small town of 

Strattenburg, finds himself involved in a murder trial because of knowledge he might have about a 

cold-blooded killer. 



 

Korman, Gordon 

Masterminds 

 

Eli Frieden lives in the most perfect town in the world: Serenity, New Mexico. Eli has never left Serenity . . . 

why would he ever want to? Then one day, he bikes to the edge of the city limits and something so crazy and 

unexpected happens, it changes everything. Eli convinces his friends to help him investigate further, and soon 

it becomes clear that nothing is as it seems in Serenity. The kids realize they can trust no one—least of all 

their own parents. 

Nonfiction 

Brown, Don 

Older than Dirt: A 

Kinda-Sorta 

Biography of Earth 

 

A graphic novel that chronicles the life of planet Earth.  

Burns, Loree 

Griffin 

The Hive Detectives: 

Chronicle of a Honey 

Bee Catastrophe

 

This book explores the strange disappearance of honey bees from hives around the world beginning in 2006, 

examines the efforts of scientists to discover the cause of the problem, and includes information about bees, 

their hives, and their honey. 

 

 

Gramling, Gary 

The Football 

Fanbook 

 

 

This is the encyclopedia of football!  From NFL teams to players to coaches, it’s a fact-finding, informational 

text filled with lingo, trivia, stats, and skills.  This one book can make anyone a gridiron expert. 

Hopkinson, 

Deborah 

Titanic: Voices from  

the Disaster

 

This text draws on stories from survivors and archival photographs to describe the history of the Titanic from 

its launch to its sinking. 

Myron, Vicki 

Dewey, The Library 

Cat: The True Story

 

Learn the true story of Dewey, a cat who was found in the library book drop and adopted by the staff at the 

Spencer Public Library. 

 

 



 

Voiklis, Charlotte 

Becoming 

Madeleine: A 

Biography of the 

Author of A  

Wrinkle in Time

 

This is a story of overcoming obstacles―a lonely childhood, financial insecurity, and eventual triumph. This is 

a wonderful work that includes never-before-seen photographs and letters of Madeleine L’Engle. 

Realistic Fiction 

Castleman, 

Virginia 

Sara Lost and Found 

 

Sisters Anna and Sara must rely on each other for strength as they face being separated by the foster care 

system in this heart-wrenching tale of sisterhood, family, and survival. 

Lang, Heidi 

Rules of the Ruff* 

 

Jessie is in for a long summer at her aunt and uncle’s house.  Her cousin Ann has a new best friend and no 

time for Jessie.  Feeling industrious, Jessie convinces the neighborhood dog walker to take her on as his 

apprentice. 

Munoz Ryan, 

Pam 

Paint the Wind 

 

After her overprotective grandmother has a stroke, Maya, an orphan, leaves her extremely restricted life in 

California to stay with her mother's family on a remote ranch in Wyoming. It is here where she discovers her 

love of horses and encounters a wild mare that her mother once rode. 

Schmitt, Adam 

Speechless 

 

When thirteen-year-old Jimmy thinks of his cousin, Patrick, he can’t recall any good memories of him.  What 

will happen when he is asked to speak at Patrick’s wake? 

Smith, Heather 

Ebb and Flo 

 

 

 

After his dad’s incarceration and a rotten year at a new school, Jett returns to his grandma’s house for the 

summer to try to forget. Written in  verse, this novel highlights Jett’s regrets, hopes, and plans to seek 

forgiveness all with the unfailing support of his loving grandma. 



 

Tracy, Kristen 

The Reinvention of 

Bessica Lefter

 

Eleven-year-old Bessica's plans to begin North Teton Middle School as a new person begin to fall apart even 

before school begins. 

Helget, Nicole 

The End of the Wild 

 

Fern explores the woods around her home as both a place of comfort after the loss of her mom and a place to 

find food for her poor family.  When a natural gas company starts a plan to begin fracking in the woods, Fern’s 

heart is torn between the job possibilities it could bring and the loss of her favorite place.  

Yang, Kelly 

Front Desk 

 

Recent immigrants from China, ten-year-old Mia Tang’s parents take a job managing a rundown motel in 

Southern California.  Mr. Yao, the owner, is mean and exploits them.  While her mother (who was an engineer 

in China) does the cleaning, Mia works the front desk and tries to cope with demanding customers.  She 

S also dealing with being one of only two Chinese students in her fifth-grade class, the other being Mr. Yao’s 

son, Jason. 

 

Science Fiction 

Brown, Peter 

The Wild Robot* 

 

Alone on a wild island and with no memory of her past, Roz must learn how to survive from the animals on the 

island.  

Clark, Henry 

What We Found in 

the Sofa and How it 

Saved the World 

 

Finding a rare zucchini-colored crayon leads twelve-year-old River Monroe and his friends on an adventure with 

their eccentric neighbor to save Earth from invading interstellar storm troopers. 

Flynn, Ian 

Cosmo: Volume 1 

 

After his dad’s incarceration and a rotten year at a new school, Jett returns to his grandma’s house for the 

summer to try to forget. Written in verse, this novel highlights Jett’s regrets, hopes, and plans to seek forgiveness 

all with the unfailing support of his loving grandma. 

 



 

Goodman, 

Allegra 

The Other Side of 

the Island 

 

Honor, living with her mom and dad on Island 365 in the Tranquil Sea, an environment controlled by the Earth 

Mother corporation in a post-apocalyptic world, becomes more fearful as she grows older and realizes that her 

nonconformist parents are putting the entire family at risk. 

Siegal, Mark 

5 Worlds: The 

Sand Warrior 

 

In this first volume of the graphic novel series, the five worlds are on the brink of extinction, and five ancient 

beacons must be lit! When war erupts, three unlikely heroes discover there’s more to their worlds than meets the 

eye. 

Sleator, William 

Marco’s Millions 

 

Twelve-year-old Marco’s love for travel and for his younger sister who has psychic powers, leads him to journey 

to other universes, gaining the ability to go wherever he wishes without growing old.  

Sports Fiction 

Flint, Shamini 

Ten:  

A Soccer Story

  

Maya is a soccer fanatic! This is a huge challenge because soccer is considered a "boys' game" in Malaysia in 

1986. She teaches herself basic soccer skills and gradually persuades enough girls to join her to form a team! 

She does all this while trying to keep her unpredictable biracial family together.  

Green, Tim 

Football Genius

 

Troy, a sixth-grader with an unusual gift for predicting football plays before they occur, attempts to use his ability 

to help his favorite team, but he must first prove himself to the coach and players. 

 

Jamieson, 

Victoria 

Roller Girl

 

This Newbery Honor graphic novel is about how a girl deals with the transition summer before going to middle 

school. She and her best elementary friend like different things, and she signs up for roller derby camp. 

Ultimately the camp teaches her great life lessons, and she gains a great friend along the way. 

Lupica, Mike 

Summer Ball

 

Leading your travel team to the national championship may seem like a dream come true, but for Danny Walker, 

being at the top just means the competition tries that much harder to knock him off. Now Danny's heading to 

basketball camp for the summer, and he knows that he's going to need to take his game up a notch if he wants to 

match up. 

 


